Several publications already touch on Franco-British relations between de Gaulle's veto of the first British application to join the EEC, in 1963, and the start of successful negotiations on entry in 1970. Most were written before the opening of government archives and tend to concentrate on policy towards the EEC to the detriment of other issues. None deal with the Wilson governments in a way that is both focused on the years 1964-70 and broad in its treatment of Franco-British interactions. But some are valuable for hinting at a tendency of British and French outlooks to draw closer together, even if serious differences remained. The earliest general study of Franco-British relations to cover the 1960s was that edited by Neville Waites in 1971. Here Guy de Carmoy provided a closing essay on events since 1958, concentrating on the EEC and defence issues. He pointed out that the foundation of the Fifth Republic created a presidential system very different to Britain's parliamentary democracy; that de Gaulle's pursuit of a genuinely independent nuclear deterrent and his withdrawal from NATO in 1966 had set France on a divergent course to Britain in defence terms; that, while the Macmillan and Wilson administrations became more open to membership of the EEC, the General was pursuing a particular vision of the Community's future which excluded British membership; and that, while both countries had to respond to post-imperial realities, de Gaulle's policy initiatives seemed far bolder and less defensive than those of Wilson. De Carmoy did note that, in 1968, faced by social discontent at home, the strength of the deutschmark and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, the General was forced to recognise limits to his détente policy, rely on economic support from other Western powers and consider an opening to Britain on the EEC. However, when his proposals for a joint initiative to create a 'Europe of nations' went awry in the Soames Affair, the main result was renewed friction with London. The essay therefore concluded that there had been a 'negative balance-sheet' in the 1960s, pessimistically referring to 'the political confrontations of the sixties, certainly sterile if not exactly hostile . . . '. 4 Given how close he was to the events he discussed, de Carmoy's pessimistic conclusion is unsurprising. But the 1960s were also briefly touched upon in the same collection by Ann Williams, in a
